[image: image1.png]D O S




PRIORITY – MAIN POINTS

This talk illustrates the basic difference between humankind and the rest of the created order.  Humankind is superior because a person can set priorities and thus choose an ideal, informed by reason, for her life.

· The created order – three kingdoms

· Definition – superiority in rank, position, or privilege.

· The capacity to set priorities separates humans and animals.

· Discover what your priorities are – things, money, time?
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PREVENIENT GRACE – MAIN POINTS
This talk conveys the reality that God loves us and offers us a relationship.
· The human situation – created in the image of God, fallen from grace through sin, offered salvation in the reconciling work of Jesus Christ.
· Definition – God’s love pursuing us.

· God’s love pursues us through the loving acts of others.
· Personal statement by presenter on how he or she becomes aware of God’s loving him or her.
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PRIESTHOOD OF ALL BELIEVERS
Participants are invited to be a part of the fellowship and ministry of the Christian community.

· The world is not living in god’s grace.
· The answer to the needs of the world is the salvation offered in Jesus Christ.

· Definition – a priest is God’s representative in the world.

· The church is the people of god who have experienced God’s love and want to share it as servants in mission.
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JUSTIFYING GRACE

The grace operative in us accepts the relationship that God offers.

· By intent or default, we do not respond to the call of God to place our faith in Jesus Christ.

· We are justified when we are put right in God – this happens over and over – conversion moments until it becomes a way of life.

· What I devote my life to is my God.
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LIFE OF PIETY

Describes a life in relationship with God.

· Prayer is the communication language of relationship with God.

· The scriptures are the source of knowing the mind, heart and will of god.

· Characteristics of relationship include honesty, authenticity, genuineness and resourcefulness.

· Important devotional practices encompass prayer, reading scripture, meditation, worship, communion and spiritual direction. 

· Visible qualities in a living piety attract others to this life.
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GROW THROUGH STUDY

Moves one closer and closer to the realization of Jesus as the model of our lives.

· Definition – study: an act or process by which one acquires knowledge of a subject for living.

· We are either growing or dying.  Study helps us continue to grow.

· We must study the “good news”, ourselves, others, scripture  (to know God), and the world we live in to keep matters in perspective.

· There exist both obstacles and aids to study.

· The person giving the talk will share his or her own style of study.
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MEANS OF GRACE

The sacramental moments in our life and the way we corporately celebrate God’s grace.

· The sacraments are acts of worship instituted by Christ in which the Holy Spirit visits us in a special way.

· Baptism and Holy Communion are acknowledged by all Christian traditions.

· Other means of grace include the sacred moments in which Christ is made real for us in symbolic action or ritual at critical points in our lives.

· Means of grace are ways in which Christ is re-presented to us that we may experience the presence anew in our lives.

[image: image8.png]D O S




CHRISTIAN ACTION

Brings the world to Christ.

· This process begins when individual lives become Christ centered.

· We give our hearts to Christ (piety); we give our minds to Christ (study); and we give our hands to Christ (action).

· Christian action is a natural response to God’s grace.

· Each person needs a plan of action that starts with friendliness.
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OBSTACLES TO GRACE

Those things that block a relationship with God.

· Sin is pretending we are the center of the universe.

· We can overcome sin by practicing the presence of God.

· Trusting God is essential to overcoming sin.
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DISCIPLESHIP

Responding fully to the relationship that God offers.

· If a person is a serious Christian, he or she does not stop short of being a disciple.

· Discipleship is giving one’s life in total witness for Christ.

· A disciple serves and enjoys fellowship with others in the name of Jesus.

· Natural qualities (a) knows priority, (b)knows reality, (c) is disciplined, (d) shows empathy, (e) takes initiative, and (f) is generous.  

· Spiritual qualities: (a) lively faith, (b) humble, (c) hopeful, and (d) charitable.
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CHANGING OUR WORLD

Looks at the natural environment, and decides on plan of action to bring the world to Christ.

· Our first field of ministry is ourselves: changing our will through prayer and study.
· The second field of ministry is bringing others to Christ.

· The third field of ministry is small groups at work, friends, church or social organizations.
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SANCTIFYING GRACE
The work of the Holy Spirit moving us on toward perfection in love and truth.

· Sanctifying grace is the work of the Holy Spirit rooting out sin – moving us from imputed to impaired righteousness.

· Sanctifying grace restores us to our original righteousness.

· The Holy Spirit indwells and empowers us to love as God loves.

· Sanctifying grace empowers all our ministry.
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BODY OF CHRIST

In this talk, the pilgrim will see how he or she can be empowered by the church to be Christ’s representative in the world
· The primary reason for Emmaus is to strengthen churches and develop strong leadership.

· The body of Christ is a term that describes the church as it fulfils its mission in the world.

· The body of Christ utilizes the gifts of all its members.

· Characteristics of the body of Christ: (a) alive and life-giving, (b) equipping agent, (c) intentional witness, (d) and triumphal.

· Everyone can implement a plan for action.

[image: image14.png]D O S




PERSEVERANCE

Explains the need for and system of follow-up of the Emmaus community.

· Perseverance:  continuing to do something in the face of difficulty – to persevere in the life of grace.

· We must maintain contact with Christ and with other Christians.

· Weekly meeting of group reunion is the premium we pay to persevere in a life of grace.

· Explain group reunions, monthly gatherings and Emmaus teams.
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FOURTH DAY
Continues the idea of perseverance in that each successive day will be a “fourth day.”

· We have experienced God’s grace through gifts and sacrifices by the Emmaus community.

· Mission now becomes bringing others into a relationship with Christ.

· The pilgrim is being sent into the world to become a part of God’s revelation of the kingdom.

· Two dangers: (1) believing you are someone special, and (2) believing you are a nobody.

· We maintain contact with Christ and with others, knowing and keeping our priority.

· Christian life is a perennial package.
